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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Sir: 



to 
o 



Responsive to the Restriction Requirement mailed 25 July 2003 for the above patent 
application. Applicants' Attorney provisionally elects Claims 1 - 62 in Group 1. Within 
Group I , Applicants' Attorney further provisionally elects Claims 2 1 - 28 in the species of 
Group lb for prosecution in this application. 

The Restriction Requirement is respectively traversed with respect to the placement 
of Claims 1 - 20 in a different group than Claims 2 1 - 28. 

Group la is described in the Restriction Requirement as directed to a structure having 
light reflective coating. The Restriction Requirement describes Group lb as directed to a 
structure having getter coating. 

Group lb contains Claims 1 - 28 of which Claim 21 is the only independent claim. 
Inasmuch as Claim 21 recites a structure having a group of getter coatings, the Restriction 
Requirement's description of Group lb as directed to a structure having getter coating is 



2tm-(m >2 Rcsp t..RK.UiK 



- 1 - 



Appl'n. No.: 09/823,815 



reasonable. However, many of the materials that serve as ^euer codings in the environment 
of Claim 21 can aUo serve as light-reflective coatings. For example, dependent Claim 24 
recites that the getter coatings are light reflective. 

Claims 1 - 20 in Group la include five independent claims, Nos. 1, 9, 13, 15, and 17. 
Independent Claim 1 recites a structure having a group of light-reflective coadngs. 
Accordingly, the Restriction Requirement's description of Group 1 a as being directed to a 
structure having light reflective coating is reasonable with respect to independent Claim 1 
and its dependent claims, Nos. 2-8. 

Each of independent Claims 9, 13, 15, and 17 recites a structure having "a group of 
coatings". None of the coatings in Claims 9, 13, 15, and 17 are specifically recited in any of 
those claims as being light reflective. 

Independent Claim 9 recites that the coatings comprise at least one Group I1IB (13) 
metal. The Group I1IB metals include boron, aluminum, gallium, indium, and thallium. In 
addition to these five metals, Claims 13, 15, and 17 variously recite that the indicated 
coatings comprise one or more of beryllium, magnesium, titanium, vanadium, chromium, 
manganese, iron, cobalt, nickel, copper, zirconium, niobium, molybdenum, palladium, silver, 
barium, tantalum, tungsten, platinum, lead, thorium, and oxide of at least one of magnesium, 
chromium, manganese, cobalt, nickel, and lead. While many of these materials are light 
reflective, many of these materials are ateo gettering substances. 

More particularly, paragraph 19 on page 7 of the specification recites that "getter 
coatings are typically formed with one or more of the metals magnesium, chromium, 
manganese, iron, cobalt, nickel, copper, molybdenum, palladium, silver, platinum, and lead", 
all of which "are particularly suitable for sorbing sulfur", and that the getter coatings can 
alternatively or additionally "be formed with one or more of the metals titanium, vanadium, 
zirconium, niobium, barium, tantalum, tungsten, and thorium". Page 19 goes on to state that 
the getter coatings may also be light reflective when they are formed with any of the 
preceding twenty metals. Furthermore, paragraph 1 9 states that "the getter coatings can 
alternatively or additionally be formed with oxide of one or more of magnesium, chromium, 
manganese, cobalt, nickel, and lead, each of which is particularly suitable for sorbing sulfur". 
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Based on what is stated in paragraph 19 and also based on what ca n be seen by 
comparing the getter materials recited in paragraph 19 to the materials variously recited in 
Claims 9, 13. 15, and 17, it is clear that many of the materials recited in Claims 9, 13, 15, and 
17 perform both light-reflecting and gettering functions'. The placement of independent 
Claims9, 13. 15, and 17 and their dependent claims, Nos. 10 - 12, 14, 16, and 18-20, in 
Group la is arbitrary. Claims 9 - 20 could as well have been placed in Group lb. At the 
minimum ' Cla 'ms 9 - 20 should be examined with Claims 2 1 - 28. 

In a similar manner, attempting to separate Claims 9 - 20 from Claims I - 8 would 
also be arbitrary. Consequently, Claims 1 - 8 should be examined with Claims 2 1 - 28 and 
9-20. 



Additionally, structures formed with light-reflective coatings and structures formed 
with getter coatings are handled together in the specification at paragraphs 60 - 1 1 7 on pages 
1 7 - 38. The specification material that the Examiner would need to review in examining the 
claims of Group 1 a is substantially the same as the specification material that the Examiner 
needs to review in examining the claims of Group 1 b. Combining Groups 1 b and 1 a to form 
a single group would not entail materially added work on the Examiner's part in terms of 
specification review. 

For the preceding reasons, the placement of Claims 1 - 20 in a different group from 
Claims 2 1 - 28 is inappropriate. Claims I - 28 should all be examined at the same time in 
this application. 
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Pleasp tHenhnne Attorney for Applicant^) at 650 961 9767 if there arc any 



questions. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

Ronald J. Meetin 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
Reg. No. 29,089 
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